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April 3, 2020 

 

 

Dear Resident, 

 

A sincere and grateful thank you from your HCP family during these difficult times. We thank you 

for doing what you can to practice social distancing, for thorough and frequent hand washing, for 

offering help to your neighbors in a safe manner, and for all your cooperation around ever-evolving 

safety protocols. It has not been easy but we are encouraged by the strength of community we are 

seeing at our properties. 

 

We have seen an outpour of drawings and letters through our #HCPNeverAlone program, neighbors 

calling other neighbors, incredible amounts of monetary and food donations, and many other reasons 

to smile. There have been some great accomplishments this week, such as the FDA’s approval of a 

decontamination process for N95 masks, enabling masks to be used 5-6 times before being thrown 

away, and the securement of 1.2 million N95 masks from China, thanks to Governor Baker and the 

Kraft family. Testing capacity continues to increase in the Commonwealth, and more testing kits and 

medical beds are being built as we speak. 

 

But as in past weeks, there has also been challenging news. This past Sunday, HCP lost board 

member Don Kelley due to complications from the coronavirus. Don was a strong advocate for 

affordable housing, supporting HCP’s mission for 10 years. We have received calls from concerned 

neighbors, worried that some of their fellow neighbors are not practicing social distancing as safely 

as they could be. We also received news from community members we know that have been 

hospitalized, shown symptoms, or have been tested for the virus, and the CDC and Governor Baker 

tell us that we should expect more.  

 

What this says to us is that this outbreak remains a very true threat and we need to continue to 

be as careful as possible to keep ourselves, neighbors, friends, family—community, safe.  

 

According to the MA Department of Public Health, as of April 2
nd

 there are 8,966 confirmed 

coronavirus cases in Massachusetts and 154 deaths—including 1,039 confirmed cases in Essex 

County. Officials have been warning that an increase in testing would result in more positive cases. 

The Governor has said the models he's seen show the coronavirus surge is expected to hit the 

state between April 7 and April 17. Governor Baker has extended the stay-at-home advisory and 

non-essential business closures through May 4
th

.  

 

On the next page, you will see the numbers hit home here on the North Shore coronavirus cases by 

cities and towns we serve. It is jarring to see the data on the cities and towns we serve.  
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City/Town Number of COVID-19 

Cases 

Date 

Beverly 48 3/31/20 

Hamilton 1 3/28/20 

Danvers 40 3/31/20 

Ipswich 9 4/1/20 

Marblehead 13 3/30/20 

Peabody 14 3/27/20 

Rockport  7 3/30/20 

Salem 35 3/31/20 

Wenham 5 (2 addt’l presumed) 4/2/20 

 

I repeat: The Governor has said the models he's seen show the coronavirus surge is expected to 

hit the state between April 7 and April 17. 

 

These are unprecedented times and they wear on each of us differently. We have included some 

resources for mental health supports and hotlines you can call if you have questions or just need to 

talk to someone. You will also see these posted. 

 

We understand this is hard. We understand some of the protocols we have put into place to promote 

safety are frustrating to deal with. We understand that this is your home. But we also understand our 

duty to take as many precautionary measures as possible, to prioritize your health, the health of your 

neighbors, the health of people providing important services to you, and the health of our dedicated 

staff. Thank you for continuing to do your part in the middle of this difficult time.  We are all in this 

together and we will get through this together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew DeFranza,  

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


